New Tragedy : Euripides Melodramas
which we end everything demonstrates that Euripides was less concerned with what he could put into the story than with what aAe could get out of it. In comparison with the Phoenissae the LA. is weak, and the weakness seems to lie in this, that although the Phoenissae no less than the LA. uses in a relatively superficial manner material which we might expect it to use tragically, the Theban pageant has a sweep and a movement which lends itself to this objective treatment. The LA. lacks this sweep, and it insistently raises but evades issues which we feel ought to be faced. It was very unconventional but clever of Agathon to invent a new plot for himself which he could treat as romantically as he chose without encountering at every turn the disconcerting ghost of Tragedy.
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